
APK 2 6 1974 

40148 r/ - 

CITY O F  HOPE NATIONAL MEDICAL CENTER 
1 5 0 0  E A S T  D U A R T E  R O A D  D U A R T E ,  C A L I F O R N I A  9 1 0 1 0  ( 2 1 3 )  3 5 9 - 8 1 1 1  

DIVISION OF NEUROSCIENCES 

A p r i l  24, 1974 

Dr. Joshua Lederberg 
Department o f  Gene ti cs 
Stan ford  tlni ve rs i  ty Medical School 
Stanford, CA 94305 

Dear Dr. Lederberg: 

e a r l i e r  t h i s  month a t  t h e  American Chemrca'l S o c i e t y  G e t i n g s .  

k S  - .. 
Enclosed i s  a cony o f  t h e  t a l k  on "Ethnic_ W , e y s "  t h a t  I presented 

I n  l i g h t  of my experiences i n  prepar ing  the  t a l k ,  and i n  s i f t i n g  t h e  
va r ied  responses t o  i t  from both colleagues and the  media, I am l e f t  
wondering what t h e  analogous s i t u a t i o n  was l i k e  when t h e  p o s s i b i l i t i e s  o f  
b i o l o g i c a l  warfare were f irst be ing  rea l i zed .  I imagine t h a t  i n  p a r a l l e l  
t o  the  present  s t a t e  o f  Human Genetics research, there  was probably a good 
deal o f  optimism when large-scale systemat ic  s tud ies  o f  i n f e c t i o u s  diseases 
f i rst began, an optimism based on the  hope o f  understandina and prevent ing  
b a c t e r i  a1 and v i  r a l  diseases w i t h  a n t i  b i  o t i  cs and w i t h  imnuni z a t i  on prosrams . 
However, a t  what p o i n t  d i d  t h e  e q u a l l y  systemat ic  s tud ies  lead ing  t o  p o t e n t i a l  
b i o l o g i c a l  war fare agents begin, and haw d i d  our  awareness come about t h a t  
the m i l i t a r y  o f  various count r ies  were a c t i v e l y  engaaed i n  b i o l o g i c a l  warfare 
research and had the  capabi li t-y f o r  b i o l o g i c a l  war fa re  a t tack?  Perhaps the re  
i s  an h i s t o r i c a l  account o f  these developments t o  which you could r e f e r  me. 

I r e a l i z e  the  analogy t o  e t h n i c  o r  aenet ic  war fa re  may n o t  e n t i r e l y  be 
va l i d ,  b u t  i t  s t i l l  seem h i g h l y  u n l i k e l y  t o  me t h a t  f o l l o w i n g  ( o r  even pre- 
ceding) t h e  appearance o f  Larson's a r t i c l e ,  t h e  m i l i t a r y  would not, a t  t h e  
l eas t ,  have ordered a f e a s i b i l i t y  study of t h i s  a d d i t i o n a l  area o f  chemical 
b i  o l  oa i  c a l  warfare. 

The quest ion was, and s t i l l  remains, how t o  f i n d  ou t  i f  the  m i l i t a r y  i s  

Any comments you may have on the  a r t i c l e  would be appreciated. 

enqaged i n  research a long these l i nes .  

/Richard Hammerschlaq 
D i v i s i o n  o f  Neurosciences 

* 
En c l  os ure 
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